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Learning at heart of solution for a 

stronger Britain
Campaign for Learning releases recommendations for government
National charity the Campaign for Learning issues a radical programme today for the reform of learning in Britain in the second decade of the 21st Century.

Tricia Hartley, Chief Executive of the Campaign for Learning says ‘The government which emerges from the election on 6 May should view learning as a solution not a cost to creating a fairer and more inclusive society as we face tough economic times. Learning from cradle to grave should be on the top of the new government’s agenda. Our ‘Learning for a stronger society’ proposes a series of specific recommendations to be implemented over two full parliaments.’

The recommendations include:

· Continuing the roll out of Children’s Centres in every community

· Establishing a system of student premiums to allow extra funding for children and young people from disadvantaged backgrounds throughout their educational careers from the ages of 4-19 in schools and colleges

· Raising the interest rate on loans for full-time HE students whilst keeping this below market rates, with resources re-invested  to create parity between full-time HE students and adult full-time FE students, and part-time HE students with part-time adult FE students

· Paying a mix of maintenance grants and loans to 18-24 year olds in FE to reduce youth unemployment and make education rather than benefit dependence a first choice for young people
· Funding adult FE, HE and Welfare to Work through a system of Personal Learning Accounts

‘Learning for a stronger society’ can be downloaded from the Campaign for Learning’s website www.campaignforlearning.org.uk
Editors notes

For more information including interview requests please contact Julia Wright,  tel: 020 7766 0013/ 07912 084523 or email: jwright@cflearning.org.uk 

About the Campaign for Learning

The Campaign for Learning is an independent charity working to put learning at the heart of social inclusion. It runs national awareness campaigns, leads projects and practitioner networks, conducts research and examines the impact of policy on learning and learners. For more information visit: www.campaignforlearning.org.uk

