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Application for small grants: guidelines for applying

In order to be eligible for one of the BIS Learning Revolution grants, you must meet the following criteria:

a) You must be a first time Family Learning Festival organiser. The grant is designed to help new organisations to initiate family learning activities, so if you have previously run an event for the Family Learning Festival you are not eligible for this grant. 

b) Your organisation must have a legal status. This means that your organisation must have a legal standing in the eyes of the law so it can enter into agreements and contracts. If your organisation does not meet this criterion, you can submit an application with a partner organisation which does have a legal status. 

c) Your event must have clear learning outcomes for adults, young people and children.  How does your proposal ensure that everyone feels included? How will you encourage people of all ages and abilities to join in and benefit? 

d) You need to tell us about the about the focus of your event.  We are looking for dynamic and imaginative activities/events which will be fun and memorable for everyone involved! What’s your theme and how will the proposed activities build on that theme? 

e) You need to provide a breakdown of how you plan to use the grant. How will the grant be used to get the most benefit out of your activity/event and, if possible, leave a positive legacy behind?  What do you hope people will take away? Will they be inspired to continue learning, develop new interests, knowledge and understanding and/or find out about new services or learning opportunities? Will you and/or your partners maintain family learning beyond your event e.g. by organising or delivering ongoing activities?

f) We particularly welcome applications that will engage hard to reach families.  Can you design a socially inclusive activity/event that encourages participation from people who are traditionally less likely to get involved? Tell us about your target groups - for example, they could:

· be from a specific ethnic background

· live in a particularly deprived area

· be at risk of social exclusion

· lack skills and/or qualifications

· be fathers, single parents or any other specific groups that your organisation wants to target.

g) We will need a light-touch evaluation of your event, so we can report on its success and collate comments from family learning festival participants across the country. What are your ideas for assessing the positive outcomes?  How will you identify what you might do differently in future?  If you are successful we will let you know what information we would like you to report on. 

h) In order to apply for the grant you will need to sign up to the Informal Adult Learning Pledge, which can be found at www.dius.gov.uk/skills/engaging_learners/informal_adult_learning/pledge
i) Only organisations based in England can apply for a grant.

